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Teacher Notes
Grade 7

about 60 minutes

In Chapter 3, the animals bring in the harvest together. The pigs supervise instead of working, Snowball starts

committees and reading classes, and most animals never learn more than a few letters. These six words show

how knowledge becomes power on the farm. For each word, students break it into parts, find the root, and

explain how it works in a sentence.

HOW TO USE IT

1. Show the Chapter 3 vocabulary video lesson: scan the QR code or go to

youtu.be/lqj2eU0nJq8.

2. Students keep the Word Parts chart as a reference.

3. Students complete Parts A–E of the worksheet (about 30 minutes).

4. Play the Matching Game in pairs or small groups (about 10 minutes).

5. Give the 9-question quiz to check what students learned (about 15 minutes).

STANDARDS ALIGNMENT

STANDARD WHAT  STUDENTS  DO WHERE

L.7.4b Use common Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to a word's
meaning

Word Parts chart, Parts A, B, D

RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words as they are used in a literary text Part C, Part E

L.7.4a Use context as a clue to a word's meaning Part C

L.7.1 Explain how a word functions in a sentence (part of speech) Word Parts chart, Part C

RL.7.1 Cite evidence from the text to support analysis Part E

THE SIX WORDS

literacy · pre-eminent · obstinate · implement ·

resolutions · acute

WHAT 'S INCLUDED

Teacher notes · Word Parts chart · 2-page worksheet

(Parts A–E) · Matching game (12 cards) · 9-question

quiz · Answer keys · Terms of use

Pairs with: Animal Farm by George Orwell, Signet Classics 75th Anniversary Edition (introduction by Téa Obreht).
Works with any edition: no page numbers are used.

All example sentences are original and describe events from the chapter; no passages from the novel are reproduced. Check

each word against your edition before teaching.
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Word Parts Chart
Keep this page
as a reference

The pink box is the root. A prefix comes before the root and a suffix comes after it.

literacy noun

liter -acy root = letter, writing

Means: the ability to read and write

Syntax: Abstract noun: improve their literacy.

Ch. 3: The pigs teach themselves to read and write, but
most animals never get past the alphabet.

Family: literate, literature, illiterate

pre-eminent adjective

pre- emin -ent

root = to rise above (pre- = before)

Means: more important or respected than all others

Syntax: Describes a noun: a pre-eminent leader. Keep the
hyphen.

Ch. 3: Because they are the cleverest animals, the pigs
become pre-eminent on the farm.

Family: eminent, prominent

obstinate adjective

ob- stin -ate root = to stand (ob- = against)

Means: stubborn; unwilling to change one's mind

Syntax: Describes a noun, or follows was: Benjamin was

obstinate.

Ch. 3: Benjamin does his work but stays obstinate,

refusing to get excited about the rebellion.

Family: obstacle, stance, constant

implement noun / verb

im- ple -ment root = to fill (im- = in)

Means: noun: a tool · verb: to put a plan into action

Syntax: Multiple-meaning word: the implements (noun) or

to implement a plan (verb).

Ch. 3: The farm implements were made for humans, so

the animals struggle to use them.

Family: complete, supply, plenty

resolutions plural noun

re- solut / solv -ion + -s

root = to loosen, to settle

Means: firm decisions, often voted on by a group

Syntax: Plural noun; the -s is an inflectional ending: pass

resolutions.

Ch. 3: At the Sunday meetings, the animals vote on
resolutions, but only the pigs ever propose them.

Family: solve, dissolve, resolve

acute adjective

acu -te root = sharp

Means: very sharp, keen, or quick to understand

Syntax: Describes a noun; compare with more acute,
most acute.

Ch. 3: The pigs' acute minds help them learn to read
faster than the other animals.

Family: acumen, acupuncture
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Worksheet Page 1

Name Date Period

A BREAK IT APART

Use your Word Parts chart. Split each word into its prefix, root and suffix. Write none if there isn't one. Then write what
the root means.

WORD PREF I X ROOT SUFF I X ROOT  MEAN ING

literacy

pre-eminent

obstinate

implement

resolutions

acute

B ROOT MATCH

Write the letter of the meaning next to each root.

  liter   emin

  stin   ple

  solv   acu

a. sharp b. letter, writing

c. to stand d. to rise above

e. to fill f. to loosen, to settle

C SYNTAX CHECK, PART 1

Fill in each blank with a word from the box. Then circle its part of speech. Word box: literacy · pre-eminent · obstinate ·
implements · resolutions · acute

1. Most animals never got past the alphabet, so their    stayed

low.
noun verb adjective

2. Because they were the cleverest, the pigs became the  

leaders.
noun verb adjective

3. Benjamin stayed    and would not get excited about the

rebellion.
noun verb adjective
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