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Teacher Notes
Grade 7

about 60 minutes

In Chapter 2, Old Major dies and the pigs shape his ideas into Animalism. The Rebellion drives out Mr. Jones,

the Seven Commandments are painted on the barn, and Moses tells of Sugarcandy Mountain. Students learn

nine Tier 2 words and four Tier 3 terms. For each Tier 2 word, students break it into parts, find the root, and

explain how it works in a sentence.

HOW TO USE IT

1. Show the Chapter 2 vocabulary video lesson: scan the QR code or go to

youtu.be/F3sgajylTnA. It opens with three warm-up questions.

2. Students keep the 2-page Word Parts chart as a reference.

3. Students complete Parts A–E of the worksheet (about 30 minutes).

4. Play the Matching Game in pairs or small groups (about 10 minutes).

5. Give the 9-question quiz (about 15 minutes).

STANDARDS ALIGNMENT

STANDARD WHAT  STUDENTS  DO WHERE

L.7.4b Use common Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to a word's
meaning

Word Parts chart, Parts A, B, D

RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words as they are used in a literary text Part C, Part E

L.7.4a Use context as a clue to a word's meaning Part C

L.7.1 Explain how a word functions in a sentence (part of speech) Word Parts chart, Part C

L.7.6 Acquire and use grade-appropriate academic (Tier 2) and domain
(Tier 3) words

All words, Tier 3 box

TIER 2 · TIER 3

vivacious · tractable · ignominious · maxim · inscribed

· cryptic · pre-eminent · intermediary · manifestly

Animalism · Sugarcandy Mountain · the

Commandments · comrades

WHAT 'S INCLUDED

Teacher notes · 2-page Word Parts chart · 2-page

worksheet (Parts A–E) · Matching game (18 cards) · 9-

question quiz · Answer keys · Terms of use

Warm-up from the video: What does it mean if someone is full of energy and life? Have you ever received a message

that was hard to understand? Why might a group need rules or commandments to stay organized? Students write 2–3
sentences for each.

Pairs with: Animal Farm by George Orwell, Signet Classics 75th Anniversary Edition. Works with any edition: no page
numbers are used. All example sentences are original; no passages from the novel are reproduced.
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Word Parts Chart
Page 1 of 2

Keep as a reference

The pink box is the root. A prefix comes before the root and a suffix comes after it.

vivacious adjective

viv -acious

viv = to live · -acious = full of

Means: lively, energetic and full of spirit

Syntax: Describes a noun or follows was: Molly was
vivacious.

Ch. 2: Molly looks vivacious as she trots around the farm
showing off her ribbons.

Family: vivid, revive, survive

tractable adjective

tract -able

tract = to pull, draw · -able = able to be

Means: easy to control, manage or teach

Syntax: Describes a person or animal: a tractable horse.

Ch. 2: Boxer is so tractable that he willingly follows the

leaders' instructions.

Family: tractor, attract, distract

ignominious adjective

ig- nomin -ious

ig- = not · nomin = name · -ious = full of

Means: deserving shame; causing public embarrassment

Syntax: Describes a noun: an ignominious end.

Ch. 2: Being chased off his own farm is an ignominious
end to Mr. Jones's rule.

Family: nominate, nominal, ignominy

maxim noun

max

max = greatest

Means: a short statement of a rule, truth or principle

Syntax: Common noun: a famous maxim.

Ch. 2: "Four legs good, two legs bad" becomes the
animals' famous maxim.

Family: maximum, maximize

inscribed verb

in- scrib -ed

in- = into, on · scrib = to write · -ed = past tense

Means: written, carved or marked onto a surface

Syntax: Past-tense verb; the -ed is an inflectional ending.

Ch. 2: The Seven Commandments are inscribed on the
barn wall.

Family: describe, scribble, script

cryptic adjective

crypt -ic

crypt = hidden · -ic = having to do with

Means: mysterious or difficult to understand

Syntax: Describes a noun: a cryptic message.

Ch. 2: Old Major's dream seems cryptic to some of the
animals.

Family: crypt, encrypt, cryptography
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Worksheet Page 1

Name Date Period

A BREAK IT APART

Use your Word Parts chart. Split each word into its prefix, root and suffix. Write none if there isn't one. Then write what
the root means.

WORD PREF I X ROOT SUFF I X ROOT  MEAN ING

vivacious

tractable

ignominious

maxim

inscribed

cryptic

pre-eminent

intermediary

manifestly

B ROOT MATCH

Write the letter of the meaning next to each root or prefix.

  viv   tract

  nomin   max

  scrib   crypt

  emin   medi

  mani   inter-

a. hidden b. to write

c. to live d. between

e. name f. hand

g. to pull h. greatest

i. middle j. to rise above

C SYNTAX CHECK, PART 1
Fill in each blank with a word from the box. Then circle its part of speech. Word box: vivacious · tractable · ignominious
· maxim · inscribed · cryptic · pre-eminent · intermediary · manifestly

1. Molly looked    as she trotted around the farm showing

off her ribbons.
noun verb adjective adverb

2. Boxer was so    that he willingly followed every

instruction.
noun verb adjective adverb

3. Being chased off his own farm was an    end to Mr.

Jones's rule.
noun verb adjective adverb
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