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Animal Farm

ROOTS  ·  WORD  PARTS  ·  SYNTAX

readjustment reduction proclaimed

unanimously spontaneous demonstration

retirement collapse indignation inscription

Word parts chart Break It Apart Root match Syntax check

Word family sort Matching game 9-question quiz Answer keys
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Teacher Notes
Grade 7

about 60 minutes

In Chapter 9, food is cut again, but Squealer calls it a "readjustment." Animal Farm becomes a Republic with

Napoleon as its only candidate, and the animals march in weekly "Spontaneous Demonstrations." Boxer, who has

worked hardest of all, collapses and is taken away in a van, while Squealer tells a different story. These ten words

show how the pigs use language to hide the truth. For each word, students break it into parts, find the root,

and explain how it works in a sentence.

HOW TO USE IT

1. Show the Chapter 9 vocabulary video lesson (link on your YouTube channel: youtube.com/@lisapeters3432).

2. Students keep the 2-page Word Parts chart as a reference.

3. Students complete Parts A–E of the worksheet (about 30 minutes).

4. Play the Matching Game in pairs or small groups (about 10 minutes).

5. Give the 9-question quiz (about 15 minutes).

STANDARDS ALIGNMENT

STANDARD WHAT  STUDENTS  DO WHERE

L.7.4b Use common Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to a word's
meaning

Word Parts chart, Parts A, B, D

RL.7.4 Determine the meaning of words as they are used in a literary text Part C, Part E

L.7.4a Use context as a clue to a word's meaning Part C

L.7.1 Explain how a word functions in a sentence (part of speech) Word Parts chart, Part C

RL.7.1 Cite evidence from the text to support analysis Part E, Quiz 9

THE TEN WORDS

readjustment · reduction · proclaimed · unanimously ·

spontaneous · demonstration · retirement · collapse ·

indignation · inscription

WHAT 'S INCLUDED

Teacher notes · 2-page Word Parts chart · 2-page

worksheet (Parts A–E) · Matching game (20 cards) · 9-

question quiz · Answer keys · Terms of use

Sensitive content: Chapter 9 ends with Boxer being taken away and dying, which many students find upsetting. The

activities name these events plainly but without graphic detail. Preview the chapter before teaching.

Pairs with: Animal Farm by George Orwell, Signet Classics 75th Anniversary Edition. Works with any edition: no page

numbers are used. All example sentences are original; no passages from the novel are reproduced.
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Word Parts Chart
Page 1 of 2

Keep as a reference

The pink box is the root. A prefix comes before the root and a suffix comes after it.

readjustment noun

re- + ad- just -ment

re- = again · ad- = to · just = right, fair

Means: a change made to set something right again

Syntax: Abstract noun; verb form readjust.

Ch. 9: Squealer calls the cut in food a "readjustment,"

never a "reduction."

Family: justice, adjust, justify

reduction noun

re- duct -ion

re- = back · duct = to lead · -ion = act of

Means: making something smaller or less

Syntax: Often a reduction in ___.

Ch. 9: Every animal except the pigs and dogs faces

another reduction in food.

Family: conduct, produce, educate

proclaimed verb

pro- claim -ed

pro- = forth, out · claim = to call out · -ed = past tense

Means: announced publicly and officially

Syntax: Past-tense verb: was proclaimed a Republic.

Ch. 9: Animal Farm is proclaimed a Republic, with
Napoleon as its President.

Family: claim, exclaim, proclamation

unanimously adverb

un- anim -ous + -ly

un- (uni) = one · anim = mind · -ly = in a way that

Means: with everyone agreeing, as if with one mind

Syntax: Adverb: tells how something was done.

Ch. 9: Napoleon, the only candidate, is elected President
unanimously.

Family: unity, animal, animate

spontaneous adjective

spont -aneous

spont = of one's own will · -ous = full of

Means: done without being planned or ordered

Syntax: Describes a noun: a spontaneous cheer.

Ch. 9: Napoleon orders weekly "Spontaneous
Demonstrations," which are planned.

Family: spontaneity

demonstration noun

de- monstr -ation

de- = fully · monstr = to show · -ation = act of

Means: a public march or show of support

Syntax: Common noun: hold a demonstration.

Ch. 9: During each demonstration, the animals march and
listen to speeches.

Family: demonstrate, demonstrative
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Worksheet Page 1

Name Date Period

A BREAK IT APART

Use your Word Parts chart. Split each word into its prefix, root and suffix. Write none if there isn't one. Then write what
the root means.

WORD PREF I X ROOT SUFF I X ROOT  MEAN ING

readjustment

reduction

proclaimed

unanimously

spontaneous

demonstration

retirement

collapse

indignation

inscription

B ROOT MATCH

Write the letter of the meaning next to each root or prefix.

  just   duct

  claim   anim

  spont   monstr

  laps   dign

  script   uni- / un-

a. to write b. to lead

c. worthy d. one

e. to show f. to call out

g. right, fair h. to slip, fall

i. mind, spirit j. own will

C SYNTAX CHECK, PART 1
Fill in each blank with a word from the box. Then circle its part of speech. Word box: readjustment · reduction ·
proclaimed · unanimously · Spontaneous · demonstration · retirement · collapsed · indignation · inscription

1. Squealer called the cut in food a "   ," never a "reduction." noun verb adjective adverb

2. Every animal except the pigs and dogs faced another  

in food.
noun verb adjective adverb

3. Animal Farm was    a Republic. noun verb adjective adverb
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